Managing dense retropseudosphakos membranes with a pars plana vitrectomy.
Formation of thick and occasionally dense retropseudophakos membranes and rapid fibrosis of the posterior capsule is a complication that adversely affects the outcome of intraocular lens implantation. We have observed this condition in 17 patients, most of whom presented with traumatic and congenital cataracts. It appears to occur more frequently in young individuals and children. Simple capsulotomy, by the limbal approach or with the YAG laser, does not reliably eliminate the membranes. We have used vitrectomy and scissors dissection through the pars plana to achieve good anatomical results. Postoperative visual acuity has been satisfactory, except in amblyopic eyes related to congenital cataracts.